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SHENTON COLLEGE 
Statement by Member for Nedlands 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands � Parliamentary Secretary) [12.53 pm]: I take this opportunity to 
congratulate the students of Shenton College on their outstanding artwork that featured as one of the exhibits in 
the 2009 Sculpture by the Sea exhibition on Cottesloe Beach.  

Shenton College submitted a detailed, well-planned application to the organisers in seeking to be part of the 
exhibition, which included artworks from world-renowned artists. It was a credit to the students and staff of 
Shenton College that they were successful with their application and became the only school in Western 
Australia to have an installation in the exhibition. Credit for this achievement must go to the principal, Michael 
Morgan; art director, Chris Hill; student coordinator, Hannah Raffel; and all the year 8, year 9 and year 10 
students, who overcame the many challenges they faced in its construction.  

The Shenton College artwork was called 7 000 Classrooms in honour of the 7 000-plus classrooms that collapsed 
in the devastating Sichuan earthquake in China in 2008. One of the ideas behind the design of the artwork was to 
highlight the poor quality of the buildings and the corrupt practices that allegedly occurred in the Sichuan region. 
With a limited time frame to source 1 500 five-metre long bamboo poles, which were not available locally, a 
supplier was found who sourced poles from Fujian province, China. Upon receiving the poles after a delay at 
customs, it took staff and students several days to complete the installation. All the poles had to be anchored 
properly into the sand to ensure that they would not fall over or lose their correct artistic orientation. The poles 
placement was modelled around the image of a fault line, with the five-metre poles rising up out of the sand at 
regular intervals in two parallel lines extending along Cottesloe Beach for 200 metres and forming a passage that 
visitors could walk through on the beach. 

Well done Shenton College for producing a world-class artwork that demanded the highest level of artistic, 
coordination, planning and teamwork skills from all the students to be successful. 
 


